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The Tragic Story of King’s Place
the home of Edward de Vere from 1597 until his death in 1604

by Elizabeth Imlay
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The south-east view of Brooke House (formerly King’s Place) Hackney. 1750. Drawing enraved by J Roberts

Because King’s Place is no longer there for us to sports what looks like a Norman rather than a
see, for a long time Edward de Vere’s last home gothic arch, while the little towers and tall chim-
was., for me, a rather insubstantial place. Little is neys must have made it into a monument for miles
made of it in either Ogburn or Anderson. Hackney around, as people travelled the two roads which
itself is much changed as a district, and my view climb the hill and cross near to the house.
of it had been coloured by the popular song: One can imagine that, with his interest

" . in the history of England (attested to by Arthur
With a ladder and some glasses Eioldine inhis dedicaboncto the:sehoalbayisatl in
You could see to "Ackney Marshes HOICIng o

% o . v Trogus Pompeius), Edward de Vere would have
If it wasn't for the "ouses in between. B I i s N -
' . valued the charm of its antiquity (I5th-century
So that when I eventually made my way up there, windows were in place right until the end) and the
I was surprised to find the site of King’s Place on romance of incident attached to such a building
top of a hill which commanded views of the whole - in contrast to the vast and showy modern struc-
of East London and wide stretches of the Thames. tures put up by his father-in-law Lord Burghley.

Even then, not until 1 saw the picture And history this house certainly had.
above did I realise quite what a romantic structure The earliest part was probably built for
it must have been. The gatehouse on the nearest William Worsley, Dean of St Paul’s, who owned
corner may have been embellished since the Ox- the estate from 1476 until 1496, when he sold it to
fords were living there, but even without the help Sir Reginald Bray. It then went to the Southwell
ol its balcony there must have been a wonderful family and was sold on to Henry Algernon Percy,
prospect from the southern side. earl of Northumberland, in 1531.
It seems plain that parts of an ecclesias- In an exchange of lands with Henry VIII.

tical structure remain in the central area, which the Hackney house passed to the King in January
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A religious wall-painting. Hackney archives

I535. Henry Percy retained a house at Newington
Green, though he was short of money and, in one
letter from Newington described himself as “dis-
easid and crased’.

Worsley’s house had been constructed
around a single courtyard. with a substantial brick
-built hall (possibly the dean’s hall on Worsley's es-
tate, inspected in 1496 and 1498 by the Pewterers’
Company of London as a model for its new City
Livery company hall), which stood on the side fac-
ing Upper Clapton Road.

In the middle of this eastern block was the
gatehouse, with a turret staircase, clearly visible in
the print. On the north side of the hall was a chapel.
The other three sides of the courtyard were sur-
rounded by timber-framed two-storey buildings. To
the north lay various out-buildings.

Henry VIII in turn granted the estate to
Thomas Cromwell, who made substantial altera-
tions and improvements, including work to the
roof, new chimneys, enlarging the buttery and the
solar, and ‘all other lodgynges trymed with wyn-
dowes glasse and hangynges’.

Cromwell never lived there here, for the

Corner of the enclosed courtyard. Hackney Archives

house passed back to Henry VIII in May 1536. In
the following July, it was the scene of the recon-
ciliation between Henry and his eldest daughter
Mary, who travelled down from Hunsdon after
agreeing to take the Oath of Supremacy (recog-
nising the King as head of the Church of England
and accepting her illegitimacy).

The earl of Northumberland returned to
his Hackney house in May 1537, but his illness
was so advanced that he died there the following
month and was buried at Hackney Church.

King Henry was an occasional visitor
to the house in 1538. It was loaned to the Lord
Chancellor, Wriothesley, in September 1545, so
that he could escape an outbreak of plague in the
City of London. After then king’s death in 1547,
the house and estate was given as a reward for
services to a gentleman of the Privy Chamber -
Sir William Herbert. A full description appears in
the Herbert lease:

there is a Manor place which is a Favre House
all of bricke |in fact only parts were brick built]
havinge a Fayre Hall and a parlor a faire ketchyn
a Pastory a drye larder with Buttry Pantery and
all other houses of Office necessary and many
Fayre Chambers a Faire long Galerye a proper
Chapell and a Closet commynge out of the great
Chamber over the Chapell a proper Iybrayre to
laye bokes in many other proper Roomes wy-
thin the same Place And also a Fayre barne to
ley have a Faire Stable Roome able for stabling
horses And the said house is inclosid on the back-
side wyth a greate brode dyche and without that
a Fayre large garden inclosid to the sayd House
with a pale necessary for a garden or an Or-
charde And at the furder ende of the savd house
lan] Orcharde havinge but Fewe trees of Frute
therin wiche conteyneth di acre or thereaboutes
And at the Hither end of the House comynge from
London ys a Faire large garden grounde inclosyd
with a bricke wall.

The word most often used to describe this house is
‘fayre’, the old English word for ‘beautiful’. Her-
bert cashing in his reward, the purchaser was Sir
Ralph Sadler, in August 1547. Sadler then sold the
house in 1548 to Sir Wymond Carew.

The Carews held the property until 1578,
but did not live there. Their tenants included
Lady Margaret Douglas, Countess of Lennox, a
granddaughter of Henry VII, whose husband had
been Regent of Scotland until his death in battle
in 1571. Her royal blood led to close observation
by her cousin. Queen Elizabeth, and the marriage
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The long gallery in 1842, Drawing by John Burlison

of her son Henry, Lord Darnley, to Mary Queen
of Scots led to one period of imprisonment in the

Tower, which was followed by another when her

son Charles married Elizabeth Cavendish secretly

in 1574. Released in 1575, the Countess joined her

son and new daughter-in-law at the Hackney house.
Charles died in 1576 and his mother two years later.
With the end of the Lennox tenancy, Richard Carew,
the owner, sold the house to Henry Cary. the first
[.ord Hunsdon. in 1578.

A most striking feature of the interior,
which survived until the 20th century, was a plaster

ceiling of early Renaissance date.This ceiling is
known to have extended along the whole length
and breadth of the west side, suggesting that
here, in the 16th century, had been a long gallery
of impressive proportions. measuring more than
150 feet in length, or nearly half as long again as
that at Haddon Hall, which has a similar ceiling
and panelling.

The presence in its plaster of the Hunsdon
arms can be accepted as proof that this ceiling
dates from the years of Lord Hunsdon’s occupa-
tion of the house, from 1578 to 1581. Therefore,

Exterior view ol courtyard and west front. photographed in 1897, Hackney archives.
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Bomb damage and demolition: photos from Hackney Archives

the whole of the western part, including the north-
ern portion, was in existence around 1580,

Cary, a nephew of Ann Boleyn, at the time
of his purchase was a court office holder and Privy
Councillor. His new house became his country resi-
dence, and he had a new water supply built from
fields to the north as well as enlarging the gate-
house. In 1583. he sold the property to Sir Rowland

Hayward, twice Lord Mayor of London. In 1597,
it was sold by his heirs to Elizabeth. Countess of

Oxford, who had married Edward de Vere in 1591.
The Countess’s successors. the Greville

family, were to give the house its later name of

Brooke House, from their title Baron Brooke, by
which the head of the family was known from 1621.
[tis likely that the later form of the house, surround-
ing a double courtyard. dated from between 1630
and 1666. Later alterations were made in the early
[8th century., when Brooke House was divided up.
It was altered again in 1758, when it became a lu-
natic asylum, its large enclosed courtyard making it
suitable for keeping the inmates confined.

The outbreak of war in 1939, and the con-
sequent evacuation of the patients, brought to an
end the period of 180 years during which the house
had been used as a mental institution

Itis said of Adolf Hitler that he deliberately
did not bomb certain British monuments, in case
one day he became our Monarch and wished to en-
joy them himself. In the case of King’s Place, or
Brooke House as it by then was, he slipped up bad-
ly. Photographs of the house in the late 19th century

show that it still had its distinctive chimneys. and
when the German bombs hit it in World War 11,
many of its internal features were still there.
Rescuing a house of this quality and inter-
est, even without the knowledge that Shakespeare
had lived there, would today be comparatively
easy: the cash and the volunteers would be found.
But in the dismal aftermath of the war, both mon-
ey and energy were over-stretched. Brooke House
was sold with five and a half acres to the London
County Council in 1944 and demolished in 1954.
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Because at the time scarcely anything was
known about its building history. the demolition
of the house was carried out slowly and carefully
so that the structure could be observed and records
made during the progress of the work. That done,
the investigation was carried below ground and
the foundations laid bare by excavations. During
this stage of the work much that had hitherto been
confused became clearer. The original plan and the
probable order of building were established.

There is a detailed account of what these
eleventh-hoour examinations and excavations of
the doomed building brought to light. You may be
interested to read this at British History Online, ad-
dress:  https://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.
aspx?compid=100165&strquery

Meanwhile. all that remains of what might
have become our most hallowed national bulding
is the restored late 16th-century panelling in the
Alex Fitch room. installed for its opening in 1926
in the War Memorial building at Harrow school. It
was given by Lady Fitch, who must have aquired
it some time previously. It lines a room dedicated
to the memory of the Harrow boys who fell in the
Great War. A light is kept on all the time there, shin-
ing on the portrait of Lady Fitch’s lost son.

Oxfordians might fancy that another of Eng-
land’s lost sons haunts the place. not so poignantly,
but equally tragically. El
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A big thank-you to Sally Hazelton for giving me her
store of Hackney photographs.

Grateful thanks to Jermemy Crick for pass-
ing on to me the adresses of: British History On-
line and www.learningcurve.gov.uk/tudorhack-
ney/localhistory

Great Oxford
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Our highly successful
collection of essays.
Have your friends read
it yet?

Special price for mem-

bers:

Only £8, p&p free
Discovering DISCOVERING
Shakespeare TIARESMAR

by Edward Holmes

A rich display of fascinat-
ing new material, pre-
sented in a comfortably
relaxed tone. Buy it for
your friends and save £LEs
with this special offer.for
members: £8.00, p&p free
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The de Vere Papers
by Michael Langford

a Victorian ‘whodunnit’

Is Dr Simon Weatherspoon of

De Vere College, Cambridge,
the respectable young clergy-
man he seems to be? And can
he reach the college treasure

before the serial murderer
reaches him?
Price: £7.9 p &p free

The above books are all available from Parapress. Buy
online at www.parapress.co.uk or for your special of-
fer prices, ring 01892 512118 (you may have to leave a
message) or e-mail office@parapress.myzen.co.uk

Oxford’s letters
The Letters of Edward de Vere,
Seventeenth Eavrl of Oxford-
1563-1604

Read by Sir Derek Jacobi

Narration. Joan Walker. Narrative and editing of
letters. Stephanic Hopkins Hughes, Madrigals Fulham
and HammersmithChoral Society

2CD set produced by Malcolm Blackmoor
and Susan Campbell, Price £9.95

Contact: susancampbell_l @hotmail com






