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This essay traces the many connections
between Edward de Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford
and members of the family of Edward, Lord
North (1504–1564), in particular his sons,
Roger North (1531–1600) and Thomas North
(1533–?1603). Clarity on this issue has become
necessary in the light of the fact that the texts
of Shakespeare’s plays have been shown to be
extensively adapted from the prose of Thomas
North, using both writings that had been
published and those that were unpublished,
including his private journal dating from the
1550s.1 The authors of what has become
Portrait of Roger North
known as ‘the North theory’ have rejected the
(1531–1600) as a young man
idea that Edward de Vere was the author of the
plays or had any connection with them, and claim that William Shakspere of
Stratford-upon-Avon was the author, a claim for which there is no substantial
evidence, much less for how he could have had access to Thomas North’s
unpublished prose.
They also believe that Thomas North was the author of many original plays
upon which most of the Shakespeare plays were based but offer very slim
evidence for this; no plays attributed to North have survived and he is not
mentioned in theatrical records. He was, of course, regarded as an excellent
translator: his The Lives of the noble Grecians and Romanes by Plutarch (1579),
translated from the French of Jacques Amyot, was agreed to be the finest of his
works. It is known from William Cecil’s notes that Edward de Vere purchased a
copy of Amyot’s Plutarch in 1569; before this he had access to several Latin
versions of Plutarch’s Lives known to be in the libraries of Thomas Smith and
William Cecil, who may also have owned a copy of Plutarch’s Moralia.2 Some
Oxfordians believe in the possibility that de Vere helped with North’s translation
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of Plutarch, or at least may have suggested the project to
with the evidence that they were together at the French court in Paris in March
1575. Amyot may also have been present at this crucial point in the French royal
succession. The translation was almost complete and nearing publication by
September 1578, when Oxford and North were at the North home in Kirtling,
Cambridgeshire.
The ‘North theory’ came about when Dennis McCarthy, an independent
scholar with interests in science, used modern ‘plagiarism’ computer software to
compare Thomas North’s texts (both published and unpublished) with the texts
of the Shakespeare plays. It has long been known that there are some very
precise borrowings from Thomas North’s Plutarch’s Lives in Shakespeare,
especially in the classical Roman plays. However, McCarthy found hundreds of
parallels with all of North’s prose in almost all of the plays. These parallels have
been listed and discussed on his website.3 It cannot be denied that the magnitude
of these parallels is impressive (if not alarming) and seems to prove a widespread
and thorough-going creative adaptation from North’s prose to Shakespeare’s
usually blank-verse.
The questions for Oxfordians are therefore: How well did Oxford know
Thomas North? How well did Oxford know other members of his family? How
might he have gained access to all of Thomas North’s prose writings?
Oxfordians will assume that there is a connection, and that Thomas North’s
unpublished prose was shared willingly, which means it was not ‘plagiarised’ in
the modern sense of the word. It is also possible that they worked together on
the translation of Plutarch’s Lives, eventually published as North’s in 1579. This,
while not provable, could account for the interactive nature of this text with the
‘Shakespeare’ plays. After this, it may be that Thomas North then agreed to
supply a copy of his unpublished writings to Oxford for use in the plays. We
simply do not know, but a parallel situation might be seen in Oxford’s
relationship with Thomas Bedingfield, the translator of Girolamo Cardano’s De
Consolatione, published as Cardanus’ Comfort (1573), in which Oxford’s prefatory
letter, Bedingfield’s preface and Thomas Churchyard’s preface, show how the
manuscript was sent to Oxford, how Bedingfield wrote to Oxford about it, and
how Oxford considered it carefully before endorsing its publication.4
I have wondered how to present the evidence for Oxford’s familiarity with
the North family and thought it best to list and accumulate the known
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connections, so that the focus is on the people and places
significant relationships and interactions (which are prefaced here with the word
‘Connection’ in bold type). This means that the time-scale is not strictly
chronological. It will be noted that the strongest of Oxford’s provable
connections with the family is with Roger North, but this does not necessarily
preclude an equally strong connection with Thomas North or with other
members of this family.

Tudor Courtiers
We can begin with the presence of John de Vere, 16th Earl of Oxford (1516–
1562) and Edward North at the courts of Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary Tudor
and Elizabeth I. Some earlier peerage directories give Edward North’s birth-year
as 1496, which would make him twenty years older than John de Vere, but I
have used the accepted birthdate of 1504. These two, born at least twelve years
apart, were of the same generation and living in a similar social milieu, although
John de Vere as an earl was of senior status, being higher aristocracy than Baron
North (knighted in 1541; made Sheriff of Cambridgeshire in 1543). Educated at
Cambridge University and at the Inns of Court, Edward, 1st Lord North, was
appointed clerk of the parliament in 1531, then Lawyer King’s Serjeant at Arms
in 1536, then Chancellor of the Court of Augmentations in 1538, and
summoned to parliament in 1553/54. He served in the parliaments of 1542,
1547 and 1553.
In 1545, North acquired from Henry VIII the dissolved Carthusian Priory
of Charterhouse to use as his home. On the accession of Edward VI, North was
induced, under pressure, to resign his office as Chancellor of Augmentations. He
continued as a Privy Councillor during Edward’s short reign, and was one of
those who attested his will, but his name does not appear among the signatories
of the deed of settlement disinheriting the Princesses Mary and Elizabeth. North
was among the supporters of Lady Jane Grey. North was pardoned by Mary, and
again sworn of the Privy Council. He was chosen among others to receive Philip
II of Spain at Southampton on 19 July 1554 and was present at the marriage of
Queen Mary. In the following November he attended at the reception
of Cardinal Pole at St James’s, and he was in the commission for the suppression
of heresy in 1557.5
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Connection: Edward North’s executor for his will was
(d.1581), who was one of five trustees appointed by Edward de Vere in an
indenture of 30 January 1575 prior to his departure on his continental tour. One
of the overseers of Edward North’s will was Oxford’s cousin, Thomas Howard,
4th Duke of Norfolk, to whom Roger North sold his father’s home at
Charterhouse in 1565.
Edward North had a sister, Joan, who married William Wilkinson
(d.1543), a mercer in the city of London, and sheriff in 1538–39, by whom she
had three daughters, one of them called Jane. After her husband’s death Joan
was a silk-woman to Anne Boleyn. She died as a Marian exile in 1556
at Frankfurt.
Connection: Edward North’s niece, Jane Wilkinson (d.1571) married, as his first
wife, Michael Lok (c.1532–c.1620), who persuaded Oxford to invest heavily in
Martin Frobisher’s third expedition in search of a route to Cathay. Jane was
bequeathed a ring by Edward North in his will, as was Kathryn Hall, the mother
of Edward Hall (1497–1547), who compiled Hall’s Chronicle, usually regarded as a
source for Shakespeare’s English history plays.
Connection: Roger North’s sister, Mary North (1538–1558), married John
Scrope (d.1592), 8th Baron Scrope of Bolton; their son, Henry, married secondly
Oxford’s first cousin, Margaret Howard (1543–1591), the daughter of Henry
Howard (1516–1554), the poet Earl of Surrey, by Oxford’s aunt, Frances de
Vere (d.1577).
John de Vere succeeded to his earldom in 1540 and became hereditary Lord
Chamberlain to the royal household. He appears to have been a Protestant under
Edward VI but was instrumental in Mary’s accession to the throne in 1553 and
worked as her magnate in Essex, strongly supported by the immensely powerful
Richard Rich (1496–1567). Edward North’s eldest son, Roger, married Winifred
Rich (d. post-1578), Richard’s eighth daughter, in c.1555. John de Vere was
given no preferment by Queen Mary. His presence at court under Queen
Elizabeth was minimal, as he is known to have preferred his country pursuits of
horsemanship and hunting at Hedingham Castle in Essex but he was
commissioned to greet the Duke of Finland (brother of Prince Eric of Sweden)
and his entourage at Harwich on 1 October 1559 when they came as delegates
for the prospective marriage of Eric to Elizabeth. He was also patron of a troupe
of players known as Oxford’s Men, a role which Edward de Vere continued.6
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Connection: When Elizabeth I entered London on 23
members of the two families were in attendance to welcome her. The recorded
list includes John de Vere, 16th Earl of Oxford and his wife Margery Golding;
Edward North and his wife Alice Squire; William Somerset, Earl of Worcester
and his wife Christian North (Edward North’s daughter); John Scrope, 8th
Baron Bolton and his wife Mary North (Edward North’s daughter), who would
die before the year was out. It is possible that the 8-year-old Edward de Vere
was also there under the guardianship of Sir Thomas Smith, who was his private
tutor. Roger and his wife, Winifred, and Thomas North were also probably there
with their parents, sisters- and brothers-in-law. It is well-known that prior to her
grand entry and eventual coronation, Elizabeth stayed for several days at the
North family home of Charterhouse. She was entertained there again in 1561 by
Roger North.7 After Roger sold Charterhouse to Thomas Howard, 4th Duke of
Norfolk, he retained accommodation in Charterhouse Yard, recording in his
accounts for 1575–76 sums of money spent on building there, and lived there
when in London until his death in 1600.
Hence, the North and de Vere families clearly knew each other over the four
Tudor reigns and also became inter-related over time through marriages. From
the 1530s they also shared landownership in Cambridgeshire, with Edward
North acquiring the manor of Kirtling in c.1537 with other estates in Suffolk and
Middlesex, and John de Vere being the hereditary owner of eight manors in
Cambridgeshire; all within 24 miles’ riding-distance of Kirtling, one of which was
only 5 miles away. All of these manors were subsequently sold off by Edward de
Vere (see Appendix).
Parliaments
Oxford came of age in 1571, the year of his first summons to Parliament and of
his marriage to Anne Cecil. Oxford’s attendance at Parliament brought him into
contact with members of the North family for several weeks or sometimes
months at a time. On some occasions it was his duty as Lord High Chamberlain
to carry the Sword of State before the Queen in the formal procession to the
opening of Parliament, though this role could be delegated. Oxford attended the
parliaments of 1571, 1572, 1584–85 and 1586–87.8
Connection: Roger North had been an MP in the House of Commons in 1559
and 1563; in the second session of 1563, Roger took his seat in the House of
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Lords (often serving as a trier of petitions and
Parliaments of 1571, 1572, 1581, 1584 and 1597.
Connection: Roger North’s son, Sir John North (1551–1597), nephew of
Thomas North, sat in Parliament as an MP in the Commons in 1572, 1584,
1586, 1589 and 1593. John North’s younger brother, Henry North (1559–1620)
also sat as an MP in the Commons of 1584 and 1597.
Thus, Oxford and Roger North were present together in the House of
Lords in 1571 (5 April to 29 May), in 1572 (8 May to 30 June), and in 1584 (23
Nov to 16 March/Sept 1585, prorogued several times). One cannot say whether
either was present every single day of these sometimes lengthy sessions, but we
can assume that, as well as formalities, socialising between the two probably took
place, at which mutual interests might be discussed. It is less likely that Oxford
met the Commons MPs, John and Henry North, in Parliament but this does not
preclude him meeting them socially, particularly in the 1584–85 session when
Oxford, Roger, John and Henry were all present at Westminster.
By contrast, Thomas North pursued a military career, serving in Ireland in
1582 and 1596–97, was knighted in 1591and appointed JP for Cambridgeshire in
1592. There is no known portrait of Thomas.
Connection: In 1573 Roger North had been appointed Custulos Rotulorum for
Cambridgeshire. This was a superior legal role which made him responsible for
the keeping of law and order in the county. On 30 April 1573 Roger wrote to
Lord Burghley regarding Oxford’s servant, Booth, who had left his master’s
service and wandered into Cambridgeshire, claiming that Oxford was going to
poison him and denigrating Oxford’s wife, Anne. Roger’s letter to Burghley is
surprisingly familiar in tone, but the detailed account he gave of Booth’s
statements were likely accurate, and do not prove any antipathy to Oxford on
Roger’s part. This was a business matter for him, though Burghley’s agenda was
likely different, keeping tabs on his son-in-law’s apparently unruly affairs.9
Two Trials
Connection: On 16 January 1572, Oxford and Roger North both sat on the trial
of Oxford’s cousin, Thomas Howard, 4th Duke of Norfolk, in Westminster
Hall. Norfolk was beheaded on Tower Hill on 2 June 1572.
Connection: The Parliament of 1586–87 was crucial in the matter of Mary
Queen of Scots. When her fate was finally decided, Oxford and Roger North
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both sat on the benches during her trial at Fotheringay
present on
the benches on 12 October 1586 and on 25th October at her sentencing to
death, was William Somerset, 3rd Earl of Worcester (d.1589), who was married
to Roger’s sister, Christian North (1533–158?).
Marriages
Connection: The son and heir of William and Christian was Edward Somerset
(1550–1628), 4th Earl of Worcester, who had married Elizabeth Hastings at
Whitehall in a dual ceremony on the same day that Oxford had married Anne
Cecil (16 December 1571). As noted above, it seems very probable that
Christian, as Countess of Worcester, as well as her brothers Roger and Thomas,
was present at the 1571 double wedding and, if so, Oxford’s connection with all
three North siblings can be dated at least from this time.
Connection: Christian North’s sister-in-law, Elizabeth Somerset, married
William Windsor, whose brother Edward Windsor married Oxford’s half-sister,
Katherine Vere (d.1599); another relative, George Windsor, had married Ursula
Vere, sister of John de Vere, 14th Earl of Oxford (d.1526).
Christian’s granddaughter, Katherine Somerset (d.1654), married before
1607 Thomas, 6th Baron Windsor. At Easter on 15 April 1593, Edward
Somerset and Edward de Vere were two of the four earls who each held a corner
of Queen Elizabeth’s special silk ‘housling’ cloth, processing it down the nave of
the Royal Chapel at St James’s Palace and placing it near her, so she could handle
the communion cup with a corner of the cloth.10
Oxford, Roger and Thomas in France
In October 1574, Queen Elizabeth wrote to Roger North for him to act as
‘ambassador extraordinary’ in France, including instructions to convey her letters
of condolence to Catherine de Medici on the death of her son, Charles IX, and
to be her representative at the coronation of Henri III. Roger and his brother,
Thomas North, left for France in November and were in Paris by the winter,
and probably in Rheims for Henri III’s coronation on 17 February 1575. Already
in Paris was Dr Valentine Dale, official ambassador to France. Herein lies
another connection with the Norths, because Roger’s son, John North, married
Dorothy Dale (d.1618), the daughter of the by then Sir Valentine Dale (c.1520–
1589), ambassador to France.
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Connection: Dale’s correspondence with Lord
mentions Oxford’s presence and actions at the French court, and also Lord
North’s, and sometimes they are mentioned in the same letter.11 From this it
seems clear that Oxford and Roger and Thomas North are all in each other’s
company at this time. The North brothers returned to England in November
1575, having spent a year in France, with Thomas North no doubt expressing
great interest in Jacques Amyot’s French edition of Plutarch’s Lives, which Oxford
had purchased in 1569. Perhaps it was in France in 1575 that the project to
translate it into English was ‘hatched’. As the tutor of Charles IX and later Henri
III, it is likely that the 62-year-old Amyot (d.1593) was present in Paris for the
royal succession. His works were already well known in England and had been
translated. Amyot’s 1548 translation of Heliodorus’ Greek Aethiopeca was
probably consulted for Thomas Underdowne’s 1567–69 and 1587 An Aethiopian
History, which was dedicated to Oxford. Amyot’s 1559 translation of Longus’
Greek Daphnis et Chloe had been used for Angel Day’s 1567 version, and the
same translator’s The English Secretary (1586) was dedicated to Oxford.

A North–Vere Connection in a Manuscript
By 1568 Roger North was the owner of the Ellesmere Manuscript of Chaucer’s
Canterbury Tales (now MS EL26 C 9, The Huntington Library, San Marino,
California), which had previously belonged in the de Vere family. The date and
Roger’s name and motto appear on one of the fly-leaves of the MS as ‘1 Durum 5
Pati 68 R. North’. The MS’s unusually complete provenance suggests that it
belonged originally to John de Vere, 12th Earl of Oxford (executed 1462), as the
Ballad of the House of Vere by one Rothely is written on another fly-leaf. It was
bequeathed to John, 13th Earl of Oxford and came down to Roger via Sir
Robert Drury (d.1536), who was an executor of the 13th Earl’s will. The
signatures or initials of Robert Drury, his son William, and his grandson Henry
are all on the MS. Thence, it passed to Giles Allington (married to Ursula
Drury), who bequeathed it to Roger North.12 This manuscript was never in the
possession of Edward de Vere, but it is quite possible that he knew of it in his
late teens and asked to see it at Kirtling in 1578 (see below).
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Royal Progress of 1578
Connection: From 1–3 September 1578, accompanying the Queen’s progress
into East Anglia, Oxford was present at Roger North’s house at Kirtling,
Cambridgeshire. Thomas North and other members of the family were almost
certainly present at Kirtling for the prestigious occasion of the Queen’s stay.
John North was there and recorded
the event in his diary, writing in
Italian. Oxford and Roger were
together again from 3–6 September,
when Roger accompanied the
progress to the next stage at
Horseheath Hall, the home of Sir
Giles Allington. Roger did not return
to Kirtling until 26th September, by
Photograph of Kirtling Hall today
which time the progress was back at
Greenwich and then moved on to Richmond. It is unlikely that Roger went with
the progress any further than Horseheath, and so he must have spent the next
three weeks pursuing his political and community affairs in the county.
However, we know that he was at Wanstead on 20–21 September to witness the
secret marriage of the Earl of Leicester to Lettice Knollys. On those dates the
Queen and her entourage were at Loughton Hall at the home of John and Anne
Stonard, from where they rode on to meet Leicester at Wanstead, arriving on
23 September, the Queen being unaware of the marriage.13
Oxford, and Roger’s eldest son, John, had much in common, being lovers of
all things Italian. Letters dated 10 October and 6 November 1585, 2 December
1585 and 27 January 1586 from John North to Sir William More (d.1600) of
Loseley, written on behalf of the Italian fencing master Rocco Bonetti (d.1587),
requested More to extend a lease in the Blackfriars, which Bonetti had purchased
from Oxford’s servant, John Lyly. A very interesting article has been written
about John North’s diary which should be of interest to Oxfordians.14 There is
also a connection here with (? Baptista or Benedetto) Spinola, of the Anglicized
Italian family in London who helped finance Oxford’s continental tour in 1575.
A few years later, Roger records in his accounts a payment of £200 ‘to Spinola
for John North being in Italy, beside £100 given at his going, his 2 men
apparelled and horsed. He was out 2 years and 2 months’.15
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Another Trial
It is well known that Charles Arundel and Henry Howard (Oxford’s Catholic
cousin) wrote libels against Oxford in 1581. Both were involved in Catholic plots
against the state. As the Francis Throckmorton Plot played itself out, Philip
Howard, Earl of Arundel (the son of Oxford's executed cousin Thomas, Duke
of Norfolk, who Thomas had requested Oxford would supervise after his
execution), by now converted to Catholicism by his wife, was arrested and
committed as a prisoner in the Tower on 25 April 1585. Philip Howard’s
siblings, William and Margaret, were put into the custody of Roger North, as was
‘the usual suspect’, his uncle Henry Howard.16
Connection: After four years in the Tower, Philip Howard, Earl of Arundel,
was tried on 14 April 1589 before his peers. Among the commissioned trial
peers were Edward de Vere, Earl of Oxford; Roger Lord North; and Henry
Stanley, 4th Earl of Derby, soon to be an in-law relative of Edward’s when his
daughter Elizabeth Vere married William Stanley in 1594.17
Connection: In Roger North’s ‘Household Accounts’ there is an entry for 5–6
December 1578 which records 45 shillings spent on ‘Supper for Lord of Surrey’.
This was the eldest son of Oxford’s executed cousin, Thomas Howard
(i.e. Philip Howard, b.1557) then aged 21, still a Protestant, and given ‘Lord of
Surrey’ as a courtesy title in honour of his grandfather, Oxford’s uncle, Henry
Howard, Earl of Surrey (exec. 1547). In July 1578 Philip had entertained Queen
Elizabeth at Audley End on her progress (at which Oxford was present), on
which occasion Gabriel Harvey gave his Latin orations to several people,
including Oxford. In March 1578 Philip performed in a ‘devise’ before the
Queen, together with his brother Thomas Howard, Lord Frederick Windsor and
Oxford. In 1580 he inherited the title ‘Earl of Arundel’ on the death of his
maternal grandfather, Henry Fitzalan, 12th Earl of Arundel. On 22 January 1581,
he organised and performed in a tournament, appearing as ‘Callophisus’, with
responses and counter-challenges from Frederick Lord Windsor, Philip Sidney,
Sir William Drury, and Oxford who appeared as ‘The Knight of the Tree of the
Sun’. The prize was given to the Earl of Oxford, and the tournament is
mentioned in Holinshed’s Chronicle.
In March 1581 Philip was restored to the honour in blood of his father, the
executed Duke of Norfolk, but not to his title. He married Katherine Knyvett
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(b.1564), who early in life had been married to Richard
grandson of the first Lord Rich (Roger North’s father-in-law). She married
secondly in 1580 Thomas Howard (Philip’s brother) who became Earl of Suffolk
in 1600. Her kinswoman, Mary Knyvett (1558–1574) married Roger North’s
younger son, Henry North. Thomas Howard had requested that Oxford look
after his son Philip, a task that was evidently transferred to Roger North. The
sad outcome for all was Philip’s 1589 trial at which Oxford and Roger North sat
on the benches.18 In late 1581, Penelope Devereux (1563–1607), sister of the
Earl of Essex, married Robert Rich (1559–1619), who was Roger’s father-inlaw’s grandson. On 29 October Roger recorded in his accounts his contribution
of £11 16s towards ‘a cup to my Lady Penelope to her marriage’.

George North
George North was the author of an unpublished manuscript called A Brief
Discourse of Rebellion and Rebels, which has been shown to have influenced
Shakespeare’s plays, most famously in its account of the Jack Cade rebellion. The
authors of the North theory ran this text through the ‘plagiarism’ computer
software and found that passages in it can be paralleled to passages in
Shakespeare’s Richard III, 3 Henry VI, Henry V, King John, Coriolanus, Macbeth and
King Lear.19
There is some mystery about George North, who does not appear in online
genealogy sites as related to this North family. He may have been the son of a
cousin of Roger’s father, Edward North. Roger’s household accounts for 16 Apr
to 6 May (between 1576 and 1580) records: ‘Apparel for Edward North when he
went to my Lord of Bedford, £3.’ This may be the Edward North mentioned by
Nina Greene as the son of Roger’s father’s first cousin, Roger North (d.1557) of
Walkeringham, i.e. the ‘Edward’ who was included in an entail of his will. He
was under the age of 21 at his father’s death in 1557 and became a ward in 1562.
In 1578 he would perhaps have been in his late teens or twenties. However, at
least one genealogy site states that Thomas North, who married firstly Elizabeth
Colville, had a son by her called Edward (dates unknown) and he is more likely
to be the ‘Edward North’ mentioned by Roger in his accounts.20
Looking at the family connections, the ‘Lord of Bedford’ who this Edward
attended at some point in the late 1570’s was likely Francis Russell, 2nd Earl of
Bedford, who was a close friend and whose funeral Roger attended at Chenies,
www.deveresociety.co.uk
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Buckinghamshire, in 1585. Lord Bedford’s grandson, John
married Elizabeth Cooke (1528–1609), the sister of Oxford’s (by 1572) motherin-law, Mildred Cooke Cecil (1524–1588). Later, John and Elizabeth’s daughter,
Anne Russell (1575–1639) would marry Henry Somerset (1577–1646), the son of
Roger’s nephew, Henry, 4th Earl of Worcester.
Sidney Lee’s Victorian biography of George North states that he was a
‘translator, describes himself as “gentleman” on the title-pages of his books. His
chief patron was Sir Christopher Hatton’. His published works are listed as The
Description of Swedland, Gotland and Finland … collected out of Sebastian Munster,
dedicated to Thomas Stukeley (1561); a translation called The Philosopher of the
Court written by Philbert of Vienna … and Englished by George North, dedicated to
Hatton (1575); The Stage of Popish Toyes … collected out of St Stephanus in his Apology
upon Herodotus, dedicated to Hatton (1581). The Wikipedia entry for George
North adds that he ‘was an English diplomat sent to Sweden in 1564’. As such,
he would have been part of a delegation sent to see Eric XIV of Sweden, whose
brother John de Vere had greeted at Harwich in 1559, and this places George
North amongst Oxford’s father’s contacts at court. As noted, George’s first
published book was about Sweden and Finland, presumably done in the light of
the proposed English–Swedish royal marriage. In 1565 Eric wrote to Elizabeth,
assuring her that, ‘though the machinations of his enemies had hitherto
prevented him from marrying her, yet such was his earnest wish.’21
George was clearly well-educated and, like Thomas North, chiefly engaged
in translation. He was a kinsman of the North family, because Roger North
recorded a payment in his household accounts to ‘George North’ c.1576,
without specifying the amount or the reason for it. This was probably a gift of
money to a relative, which the generous Roger frequently also made to Thomas,
John, Henry, Thomas’s wife Elizabeth, and his sister Christian. The date of this
entry suggests George was staying at Kirtling at this time, i.e. the same period
that Thomas North was working on his translation of Plutarch’s Lives.
Connection: If, as seems likely, George North was at Kirtling Hall with other
members of the family on 1–3 September 1578 when the Queen and court
visited, then Oxford would no doubt have been introduced to him (as a friend of
his late father some 15 years earlier) and could have seen his books and his
unpublished manuscript, A Brief Discourse of Rebellion and Rebels.
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Two Sisters-in-Law
Two women are of particular interest in this study. Like most women of the
period, we know little of their private lives beyond marriages and offspring.
However, Christian North and Lucy Somerset were sisters-in-law. They both
had difficult marriages and from the later 1570s both were widows with their
children married and living elsewhere. Both lived into the early 1580s, and one
may reasonably wonder what further circumstances may have brought them into
contact with each other and with Oxford.
Christian North (c.1528– ?)
There is a problem with Christian’s date of death which is said to have been
1563/4 (the date of her father’s death). No known portrait of her has survived.
She has no Wikipedia entry, perhaps due to this confusion, but she is listed on
the relevant Somerset and North genealogies. However, there is an entry in
Roger North’s household accounts (between 1576 and 1580) which refers to
‘Sister Worcester’ which, in the absence of any other female candidate in the
Somerset family at this date, must refer to Christian, who was Countess of
Worcester.22 Noted above are her connections with her North blood family and,
through marriages, with the de Veres and their in-law Windsor family. Her
mother-in-law was Elizabeth Browne, who was heavily implicated in providing
‘evidence’ of Anne Boleyn’s supposed adultery to Thomas Cromwell in 1536,
which led to the Queen’s trial and execution. Christian appears to have had
difficulties in her marriage with William Somerset (1526–1589) and the two were
estranged from c.1563.23
Her husband was a noted patron of the drama and his troupe, Worcester’s
Men, toured prolifically in the country, frequently in Hampshire at Southampton.
They played at Stratford-on-Avon in 1568, 1574-75, 1576–77 and 1581–82. The
famous actor Edward Alleyn (1566), whose parents lived in the house next door
to Oxford’s house called ‘Fisher’s Folly’, was a member of this troupe in 1583,
later transferring to the Admiral’s Men (patron, Charles Howard, Earl of
Nottingham). In 1589 Edward Somerset took over the players. In 1602
Worcester’s Men were amalgamated with Oxford’s Men, obtaining a licence to
play at ‘The Boar’s Head’, east of Aldgate, the playhouse that was on the corner
directly opposite to Oxford’s ‘Great Garden’ property.
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Lucy Somerset (c.1524–1583)
Lucy Somerset’s father, Henry Somerset (1495/6–1549), 2nd Earl of Worcester,
had married Dorothy de Vere, a sister of John, 14th Earl of Oxford. About
1545, Lucy married John Neville, 4th Baron Latimer, the stepson of Catherine
Parr, to whom Lucy had been a lady-in-waiting. This marriage also experienced
problems and there is evidence of John’s irascible and violent behaviour towards
servants and other women; there were charges of assault and rape and he spent
some time in prison in 1553, with a charge of murder occurring in 1563.
However, before this, the marriage produced four daughters who became jointheiresses on John’s death in 1577. They were Catherine (1546–1596) who
married Henry Percy, 8th Earl of Northumberland; Dorothy (1547–1609) who
married Thomas Cecil; Lucy (d.1608) who married Sir William Cornwallis; and
Elizabeth (c.1550–1630) who married firstly Sir John Danvers of Dauntsey,
Wiltshire, by whom she had issue; and secondly, Sir Edmund Carey, cousin to
Henry Carey, the Lord Chamberlain in 1585. The Danvers marriage produced
Charles (1568–1601) and Henry Danvers (1573–1643), who became the close
friends of Henry Wriothesley, 3rd Earl of Southampton. They were implicated in
a murder, and Wriothesley protected them when they escaped to his home at
Titchfield, Hampshire. Later, Charles took part in the Earl of Essex’s rebellion in
1601 and was subsequently beheaded with Essex for treason.24
Lucy Somerset died on 23 February 1583 in Hackney, where she was
probably visiting Henry Carey at King’s Place, which Oxford would move to
with his second wife in 1597. She was buried in the north porch of St John’s
Church, Hackney, where her tomb has miraculously survived the church’s 1798
re-build. Her effigy is surrounded by her four daughters’ coats of arms, and
includes those of de Vere and Cecil. The statues of the four daughters were two
on each side, with beside each the shield of the husband impaling the Neville
arms. These arms are thus repeated five times. At the other end are Lady
Latimer’s arms: the lions and fleur-de-lis representing France and England and
the arms of Beaufort, as she was descended from the eldest legitimated son of
John of Gaunt, John Beaufort, 1st Earl of Somerset, as well as his sister, Lady
Joan, Countess of Westmoreland. Her tomb was paid for by her son-in-law,
William Cornwallis, who wrote the verses on it.25 Five years later he purchased
Oxford’s house and gardens, called Fisher’s Folly, in Bishopsgate. His daughter,
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Anne Cornwallis, kept a commonplace book, in which
several contemporary authors, including one by Edward de Vere, which was
published in 1599 as by W. Shakespeare in ‘The Passionate Pilgrim’.26
Oxford must have known of Lucy’s splendid tomb, but the only evidence of
social connection between them lies in the fact that she and Christian North
were sisters-in-law. It is through his known relationships with the North family
and especially with Christian’s son, Edward Somerset, with whom there were
strong theatrical patronage connections, that we sense there must have been a
connection between Oxford and both these women.
More than twenty years older than Oxford, both women would have noted
his rise and early prestige at court, his marriage, his interests, his growing
patronage of writers and the books that were dedicated to him, and that he
wrote poetry and was interested in the theatre. They would have been aware of
his continental tour in 1575–76, and of the scandal surrounding his relationship
with his first wife on his return. Lucy, in particular, would have noted that (in her
lifetime) Oxford had produced only three daughters and no male heir, and
perhaps she felt sympathy with this, as she had herself produced only four
daughters and no sons. Both women were widows by 1577 and neither married
again. Both would have had London homes, as well as their husband’s estate
homes. Either or both could have been intermediaries between Oxford and
Thomas and George North (even as far as procuring books and/or having
unpublished manuscripts copied for him), and both may have been present at
Kirtling Hall when Oxford visited in 1578. This makes them particularly
interesting and intriguing figures in this study.
Conclusion
There are multiple formal and informal connections between Oxford and the
North family that would have provided the opportunity for them to share
intellectual interests, books and manuscripts. If Oxford is regarded as the author
or co-author of the Shakespeare canon, these connections support the possibility
that he worked with Thomas North, and support the findings of multiple
parallels between the published and unpublished North texts and the
Shakespeare canon. The ‘North theory’ is only antagonistic toward this because
it regards William Shakspere of Stratford as the author, when no evidential
connection at all between him and the Norths (or any other noble family) has
ever been found.
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Castle Hedingham is about 20+ miles from Kirtling. The other de Vere manors
in a similar proximity to Kirtling in Cambridge (with distances from Kirtling)
were:
GREAT ABINGTON (15 miles) owned by de Veres from 1086 until sold by
Edward de Vere in 1578; HINXTON (20 miles) owned by de Veres from 1416
until sold by Edward de Vere in 1588; FOWLMERE (24 miles) owned by de
Veres from 1438 until sold by Edward de Vere in 1583; HAUXTON (21 miles)
owned by de Veres from 1438 until 1580 when a reversion brought it to Robert
Wingfield (related to de Veres by marriage); CASTLE CAMPS (13 miles) owned
by de Veres from 1438 until 1580 when a reversion brought it to Robert
Wingfield; SWAFFHAM* BULBECK (11 miles) owned by de Veres via the de
Bolbec marriage, from 1190 until sold by Edward de Vere in 1579; SAXTON (7
miles) – history untraced at present; DULLINGHAM (5 miles) owned by de
Veres from 1381, descending via the Neville family in 1543 to the Latimer
family, and in 1559 to John Neville, Lord Latimer, husband of Lucy Somerset
(d.1583), sister-in-law to Christiana North (sister of Roger and Thomas North),
then to their daughter, Catherine Neville who married Henry Percy, Earl of
Northumberland, and then to her son, Henry Percy, who sold it in 1609.
* Roger North’s Household Accounts record, in the 1570s, his purchase from
the Bishop of Ely of a lease in Swaffham for £66 13s 4d.
Sources: List and map of manors owned by John de Vere, 13th Earl of Oxford,
in J. Ross, The Foremost Man of the Kingdom: John de Vere, 13th Earl of Oxford, 14421513, (2011), pp.92–93; British History online for each location.
Ros Barber explained the methodology of the North authorship theory and
demonstrated its flaws at the Shakespearean Authorship Trust Conference 2021
(See: review of the SAT Conference 2021 in this Newsletter p. 44.)
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NORTH AND DE VERE FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS

JOHN DE VERE,15th E. of Oxford
ROGER NORTH (d.1509) m. Christian Warcup
JOHN DE VERE, 14th E. of Oxford (d.1526)
EDWARD NORTH (1504-64) m. Alice Squire

John NEVILLE, Latimer m. Dorothy VERE (d.1527)

1. Dorothy NEVILLE m. John DE VERE, 16th E. of Oxford d.1562)
2. Margery Golding
EDWARD DE VERE (1550-1604)
Henry HOWARD (exec.1527) m. Frances VERE (d.1577)

Henry Somerset 2nd E. of Worcester m. Eliz BROWNE

ROGER (1531-1600)

THOMAS (1535-c.1601) CHRISTIAN (1528-?1580s)

m.Winifred RICH (d..>1578)

m. Elizabeth Colville

m. William, 3rd E. of Worcester
LUCY SOMERSET (1524-83)

Edward Mgt

JOHN (1551-97)

HENRY (1556-?)

Annis John

MARY(1538-58)
m. John Scrope
HENRY m. Mgt Howard

m. John NEVILLE, Latimer Thomas,4thDuke of NORFOLK
(exec.1572)

Edward SOMERSET 4th E. of Worcester (1550-1628) m. Elizabeth Hastings

m. Dorothy Dale m. Mary KNYVETT*

Henry Roger
DUDLEY (1582-1666) Eliz Mary

*Related to Anne Vavasour (mother of Edward de Vere’s illegitimate son, b. 1581). Her uncle was Sir Thomas Knyvett

and her aunt was Katherine Knyvett.
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