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, in re-

defence of Cyprus against the Turks, it is reported 
that ‘another ship, of Venice,’ has landed on the 

’1 and has transported Cas-

 Commentators criticise the two references 

 The present article means to substantiate 
that, on the basis of the dramatic action and on 
historical grounds, the references are correct and 

-

the type of ship called ‘Veronesa’, which, owing 

 
The storm

 opens with the furious storm that 

Strong winds are shaking the battlements and 

-
ments, expecting the Turkish attack and trying to 

to bear the storm longer, and no one will escape 

-

2

The desperate tempest hath so bang’d the Turk,

A Veronesa; Michael Cassio
Lieutenant to the warlike Moor Othello,

The mention of ‘another’ ship is criticised in Rid-
ley for the reason that apparently no other ship 

also wonders why the ship being one ‘of Venice’ 
is called a ‘ ’, from Verona, thus specify-
ing its town of origin, whereas Verona is an inland 

or without the two commas, the phrase does not 
-

the language spoken in the Venetian Republic, 

 All that criticism appears to be rather con-
fused and imprecise, whereas Shakespeare had a 

-

Another ship of Venice

speaks of ‘another’ ship, it is necessary to analyse 

-
-

Othello

in: D.Coltro p.106.
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that he has got it from the scene of battle itself and 

-

composed of galleys of the Church under the com-

3

 From analysis of the passage we see that 
the use of ‘another’ is appropriate and in agreement 

 Contrary to the critics’ opinion, the meaning 

A Veronesa

-
mains to explain why Shakespeare called it a ‘

’ or ‘
 -

-

form was and is 
 Shakespeare’s use of ‘ ’ and not ‘the’ with 
‘ ’ makes it clear that the word is not the 

We must establish the connection between a ship 
called ‘ -

 Since the 13th century Verona had been 

-

authorities were aware of the strategic position 
of the city, therefore, after Verona became part of 

-

 No landing site in the city of Verona was 
a safe place for the purpose, for the reason that, 

 Fourteen kilometres north-west of Ve-
rona there was, and is, the little town of Pescan-
tina, where, in a small shipyard, boats used to 

it was chosen as a suitable location for a larger 
4

suitable for the transport of passengers, some for 

 What is of great importance to the inter-
pretation of the line in Shakespeare is that, owing 
to the nearness to the much more famous city of 
Verona, they were better known as 5

and was for many centuries the greatest econom-
6 of Pescantina, 

about 35 metres in length, used for the transport 
of goods, sailed not only on the Adige but also in 

7

-
ate of the Republic had the right to employ 

 and boatmen in order to transport 
troops, ammunition, gunpowder, weapons and 

8 They were called ‘

-
mous for their sturdiness, though also in the city 

9

 
-

ported Cassio to Cyprus was a Veronesa, that is, 

choosing the word , Shakespeare re-
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acquired that knowledge is left to Stratfordians to 

-
rite candidate for the authorship of Shakespeare’s 

Notes

-

 the circumstances of the defeat are the same as 

the Adige and in the Adriatic was regulated by agree-
ments between the lords of Verona and the Doge of 

 held in the  of Venice 
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Order it from Amazon or from good bookshops, 
or e-mail the Editor on

Death in Venice ...
death in Stratford ...

are they linked?

www.deveresociet


