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ATHENA’S ‘OX’
By Patrick Michael Tilton

When I first became an Oxfordian, back in the late 1980s, having learned that
the pseudonym ‘William Shake-speare’ most probably was a reference to the
Greco-Roman goddess Athene/Athena = Minetva, I searched through my copy
of Volume 57 in the Loeb Classic Library, where I found the 28th Homeric
Hymn, an 18-line tribute addressed to Athena:

XXVIII
EIX AGHNAN

NaAAad’ ABnvainv, kudprv Bgdv, dpyop’ deibetv
yAQUK®MLY, TOAUUNTLY, dueilixov ATop éxoucay,
napBévov aidoinv, épuctmtolly, AAknecoay,
Tpttoyevii, TAV aUTOG éyeivarto untieta Zelg
OEUVIG €K KEPAARG, TTOAEUN LA TEVXE Exoucay,
xpUoea, maudbavowvta' £pag & €xe mavrag opivrag
aBavartoug i 6& mpoobev ALog aiyldxolo
£00UUEVWG WPOUOEV A’ dBavdatolo kapnvou,
ocioac’ 6§UV Gkovta péyag &' EAeAilet "OAupmog
Sewvov umod Bplpng yAaukwridoc audt 6¢ yala
opepdaléov iaxnoev' ékvnon & Gpa movtog,
KOpaoL TopdUpP£OLOL KUKWUEVOC EKXUTO & GApn
€€amivng otfjoev & Ymepilovog ayAaog uiog
innoug wkumodag &npov xpovov, elooTe Koupn
€l\eT’ an’ abavatwyv Ouwv Beosikeha Telyn
MaAAag ABnvain yrBnoe 8¢ untieta Zevg.

Kal ou pév oltw xalipe, ALog tékog aiyldyolo:
a0Tap €yw Kal o€lo kal GAANG pvriool” aolsfic.
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XXVIII

TO ATHENA
I BEGIN to sing of Pallas Athene, the glorious goddess, bright-
eyed, inventive, unbending of heart, pure virgin, saviour of cities,
courageous, Tritogeneia. From his awful head wise Zeus himself
bare her arrayed in wartlike arms of flashing gold, and awe seized all
the gods as they gazed. But Athena sprang quickly from the
immortal head and stood before Zeus who holds the aegis
shaking a sharp speare: [y emphasis, here and above] great
Olympos began to reel horribly at the might of the bright-eyed
goddess, and earth round about cried fearfully, and the sea was
moved and tossed with dark waves, while foam burst forth
suddenly: the bright Son of Hyperion stopped his swift-footed
horses a long while, until the maiden Pallas Athene had stripped
the heavenly armour from her immortal shoulders. And wise Zeus
was glad!

And so hail to you, daughter of Zeus who holds the aegis! Now I

will remember you and another song as well.

— translated by Hugh G. Evelyn-White, M.A.!

It should be noticed — and noted — that the first three words in the ninth
line, 0 ¢ L0 « 0 O Gnovia [seisas’ oxun akonta) are translated ‘shakinga sharp
speat’ by Evelyn-White. The first word, 0 ¢ { 0 a 0 [seisas’| comes from the

Greek verb ZEI'Q [SEIO), meaning ‘o shake, move to and fio, brandish’, the word
from which the English word sezsmic is derived, relating to earthquakes.

The third word, 8o [akonta] comes from the verb Quonilo [akontizl),bhurl a
Javelin’, “to throw, fling, dart: to dart af , and “to shoot forth rays, of the moon’, and the
noun Qb [akontion), ‘a dart, javelin’® — a diminutive form of the word G [akin],
which has two definitions: ‘a javelin, dart, smaller and lighter than & and “against one’s
will, perforce*.

I saved the middle word for last, the Greek word 020v [oxun, ot oxyn,
depending on whether the third letter, #psilon, is transliterated with a ‘v’ or a y’].

At first glance, it would seem that this word is from the verb 0w [oxuni /
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oxyni), “to make sharp or pointed, to sharpen’> — derived from O [oxus / oxys), sharp,
keen, pointed’. On the other hand, 62 might also be from the noun “OEVA or
08im, M, a kind of beech. 11. a spear-shaft made from its wood : generally, a spear.”’.
Interesting . . . a Greek word that means ‘% sharper” and ‘a spear’ which sounds
like the English word ‘oxen’|

Is it likely that Edward de Vere was aware of this Homeric Hymn to Athena,
and that he perhaps noted this word, which means both ‘sharp’ and “spear’> What
about the third word [@on, from 8uwr / akin], with that tantalizing meaning ‘against
one’s will? ‘Shaking a sharp spear’ ... ‘against one’s Wil . . . might not our
poet/dramatist Earl of Oxford have detived his 7o de plume from this self-same
Greek phrase?

The Greek word QO [akontion] means ‘a dart, javelin’ ... as does the Latin
word ‘vératum -i, n. (veru), ajavelin: Caes., Liv.’, from ‘véru-us, n. (1)apit. Verg.,
Ov. (2) a javelin: Verg., Tib.’8. Interesting, that the same word translated by
Evelyn-White as “spear’ is translated as ‘ave/in’ by Liddell & Scott, the same
wotd used in Cassell’s Latin Dictionary to translate verutum/ vern, a meaning
which a wordsmith like Edward de Vere would surely have known.

Incidentally, the English word avelin’— according to the Encarta World
English Dictionary (p. 962c) — is defined as a ‘speat’, coming into English from the
Middle French javeline, a diminutive of the Old French javelot, possibly from,
ultimately, a Celtic source, ancestor of Welsh gaflach ‘feathered lance’. Thus, the
wotds GOy, vern, and verntum could also justifiably be translated by the English
word ‘speat’ as well as Gavelin’. One must wonder, too, if the word
Grovo |akonta), in the eats of the Eatl of Oxford, lent itself to the
homophonous pun: ‘a count’— as in the French comze, the Italian conte, the

English count, i.e. an Earl.

Maybe I'm stretching things a bit too far with this last possibility: the word
translated ‘shaking by Evelyn-White, 6elcac’ [seisas’], which Liddell & Scott
translate as ‘7 shake, move to and fro, brandish’ . . . might it not be considered a
terrestrial equivalent of the oceanic-related concept of an ‘eddy’» Walter W. Skeat
has this to say on the matter: ‘Eddy. (Scand.) Icel. 704, an eddy, whirl-pool;
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cf. ida, to whirl about ; Swed. dial. ida, idi, Dan. dial. ide, the same. Formed from
Icel. i0-, A.S. ed-, Goth. id-, back ; only found as a prefix.”

Oh, I can already hear a Stratfordian protest that back-and-forth motion is not
the same as angular rotation . . . but one does not swir/ a spear, one shakes a spear.
Yet one must grant that an object switling around a pivot point zs found on
opposite sides every half-swirl, say, when at the 12 and the 6 o’clock positions, a
kind of back-and-forth motion. I can’t find the word “swir/ in The Harvard
Concordance to Shakespeare, but 1 did find the wotds ‘whirl, ‘whirl' @, ‘whirled,
‘whirligig , ‘whirlpool , ‘whirls’, ‘whirlwind , ‘whirlwinds’, and ‘whirring 10 Is it just me, or
does the word ‘whit]’ sound more than a bit like the word ‘earl’ . . . ? ‘Eddy’ and
‘Eddie’. Greek ‘Oxyn” and English ‘Oxen’.

There are those who suspect that the poet who wrote Romeus and [uliet
[‘Arthur Brooke’] was none other than our favourite Earl of ‘Ox’+‘ford’ . . . as
the word ‘rother (a near-homophone for ‘arthur’) is an old word for ‘an animal of
the ox kind’, and a ‘brook’ is a kind of ford.!! Shakespeare was an inveterate
punster. I have little doubt that many of his puns got the eyes rolling and the
groans groaning, as over-punning tends to do. But perhaps I’ just seeing
something that isn’t really there, like when Cervantes’ mad knight was

quixotically #/tin’ at windmills, deeming them to be giants ...
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