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EDWARD DE VERE

This is a truly wonderful book, the product of years of
research and hard  work,  particularly to those
poems attributable to Oxford not given proper attention

TONY HOSKING

previously, such as those in Plasant Sonnets, Hundred Sundry
Flowers and England's Parnassus. Some are duplicated in the wotks of May, Richard
Waugaman and now Roger Stritmatter (whose Vol 11 s awaited.) The monumental
cross referencing is of endless value to us lucky readers. We need to resurrect
Bronson Feldman’s essay “The Secret Verses of Edward de Vere’ in The Bard Vol.
3, No. 3 pp. 94ff where these and others are also discussed; in particular, English
Helicon (1600), which contains superlative (and reminiscent) poems by ‘Shepherd
Tonie’.

There is however a fly in the ointment: Tony is still in hock to the Malone
concoction play dating. I say ‘concoction’ because it was devised not as the result
of scholarly research but as a device to disguise the impossible biographical
problem of WS. All the pre-1780 commentators are in agreement : ‘Shakespeare’
was the best, but also was the FIRST, and this is the shipwreck rock not only of
WS but of all the other claimants. Even Malone tried to keep the train on the rails
by suggesting that Greene, Marlowe, Peele etc. were ‘scarcely known’, they wrote
prior to WS but were of no influence upon him, says Malone. Coleridge was
unimpressed, and the Germans even less so, but Boswell Junior’s posthumous
glosses with the cloud of Romantics buried these objections until Looney exposed
the nonsense that WS began to write 1590 (or a little earlier per modern critics)
and continued to 1613. Of course, Oxford died in 1604, so there were no more
‘new’ plays. By this reckoning WS wrote nothing until he was 24, but there is
evidence! that Oxford had probably started writing when he was 15 in 1565 or so.
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This is based on the researches of Kevin Gilvary and his team, set out in Dating
Shakespeare’s Plays (2011) which is an essential weapon in the hand of every
Oxfordian. I point out that a large volume of the plays, or rather their first drafts,
had been written prior to 1589, the date of the publication of ‘Puttenham’ The
Abrte of English Poesze, which is full of concealed borrowings.!

The result is that the dating references in this book for the plays are unreliable
and the reader will be misled into accepting that some contemporary poets are
much more influential upon Oxford than possibly can be the case.

But the result is only a small fly in a very large jar of ointment, and the space
I have taken up in criticism (in the narrow sense) is vastly out of proportion to the
immeasurable value of the total project, and I hope our author will forgive the fly,
but nor forget!

1. This evidence is summarised and discussed in my book Shakespeare’s Revolution
(Macauley and Austen 2022)
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