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Reviewed by Jan Scheffer  

One of the many accomplishments of Uwe 
Laugwitz is his publication of a number of 
seasoned Oxfordians, Noemi Magri, Robert 
Detobel, Peter Moore, Robin Fox, A. Bronson 
Feldman and Warren Hope, publications which 
otherwise would have run the risk of getting lost. 
They are all perfectly edited. The second is that 
they are both in German and in English, all at a 
very moderate price. 

Is That True? is a compilation of fifty years of 
scholarship and research by a seasoned professor of English, meticulously selected 
and edited by Gary Goldstein. It is an absolute pleasure to read, both because of 
Hope’s eloquent and non-adversarial style, his arguing and the convincing way 
in which presents his case. The 200-page book is in three parts: The First Part 
consists of eight essays on the Shakespeare authorship issue concerning among 
others, Delia Bacon and Sir John Davies.  Davies wrote a poem Orchestra, or a 
Poem of Dancing which features a ‘singing swallow’, identified by Hope as Oxford. 
A recent editor of Davies, Robert Krueger, published Epithalamion by Davies in 
1962 with nine sonnets by the muses, dedicated to a couple about to be married 
at Greenwich – identified as Elizabeth Vere and William Stanley. The intrigue 
preceding the marriage, with the death of Ferdinando Stanley elevating William 
Stanley to the earldom and its wealth making him suitable as a partner for 
Burghley’s granddaughter, is elaborated upon. Orchestra seems to contain the 
names of all involved and an invitation to dance at the wedding which Elizabeth I 
even expected of Burghley according to a letter from him to Robert Cecil. Included 
are Hope’s ideas about the Sonnets; Lear’s Cordelia; Oxford’s Susan and 
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Manningham’s Diary; the Model for the Butcher of Ashford in 2 Henry IV; and 
autobiographical aspects of Timon of Athens. 

The Second Part consists of thirteen essays. Uncovering Hamlet has a large 
reference to Bronson Feldman’s Hamlet Himself: ‘Feldman’s passionate stalking of 
the play through de Vere’s life is tempered by a rigorous, scholarly conscience and 
an historian’s respect for evidence.’ He also theorizes about the stages and the 
mental condition in which Hamlet was written saying that, ‘finally he rewrote the 
drama as if with the deliberate intention to portray the malady of the soul, to 
understand himself’. In The Elizabethan Underworld Gamini Salgado explores the 
rise of a new ruling class in Tudor Times using pamphlets of the ‘University 
Wits’ – John Lyly, Thomas Nash and Robert Green as inspiration. In The 
Elimination of Humanity Hope unmasked Reid Barbour’s Deciphering Elizabethan 
Fiction as from a much larger source: Alexander Ballouch Grosart, a presbyterian 
minister, who gathered, edited and published the Robert Greene works in 15 
volumes, Thomas Nashe’s in six and Gabriel Harvey in three. Monumental. In 
The Voice of God, he refers to Cuthbert Tunstall, then bishop of London who 
condemned the New Testament in 1526 translated by Tyndale into English ‘ … I 
defy the Pope and all his laws.’ Tyndale was, more than anything else, an educator. 
Hope further explores Tyndale’s background, ‘one of humanity’s heroes’ in David 
Daniell’s biography. Tyndale was ultimately burned at the stake in Brussels by the 
Emperor Charles V, financed by English gold. The Man Who Lived Twice is about 
Sir Philip Sidney, the Circulation of his Manuscripts 1558–1640, by H.R Woudhuysen, 
Sidney’s life as a public figure on the one hand and a literary figure on the other in 
Hope’s review of this book. In a letter to Walsingham, it became clear that Fulke 
Greville was instrumental in having Sidney’s Arcadia published and establish him 
as a writer, to be followed by Astrophil and Stella both included in the Complete Works 
published by Sidney’s sister, Mary Herbert. 

Is That True examines all the tricks James Shapiro tries to play in his Contested 
Will, written as an attempt to undermine Oxford’s identity as Shakespeare – 
beginning with attacks upon Looney and a heavy reliance on Alan Nelson’s 
Monstrous Adversary – as if it was authority. More reviews follow: Peter Moore’s 
The Lame Storyteller, Poor and Despised (2009) wherein Moore tries to take 
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Stratfordians along by accepting the traditional view that the order in which the 
sonnets were arranged in the 1609 edition represent the order of composition. 
Kevin Gilvary’s Fictional Lives of Shakespeare, Helen Vendler’s Art and Shak-espeare’s 
Sonnets and Renaissance Man, the World of Thomas Watson by Ian Johnson (2020) are 
critically reviewed and contain a number of original insights. 

The Third Part contains Notes and Obituaries. The man on whose shoulders 
Hope stands, his teacher A. Bronson Feldman, Dorothy Stevens Ogburn, Craig 
Huston, Geoffrey Fenton, help us realize the importance of those who preceded 
us and contributed to Oxford’s story. The last essays are fine reading and offer 
some new insights, The Earl of Venice?, Poe on Shakespeare Worship, Oxford and the 
King James Version of the Bible, Shakespeare De Vere and Ireland, William Basse, and Who 
Was He? De Vere Memorials at Wivenhoe. 

Warren Hope was an eloquent, learned writer, a fine scholar and critic. Is That 
True? is a pleasure to read. 

  ~¶~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




